
Faustina. I invite you all to 
come to know more about 
the Divine Mercy devo-
tion, the chaplet, and St 
Faustina’s writings. But 
most of all, I invite you to 
come to know the mercy 
of God in Christ. Usually, 
this mercy comes to us 
through the Sacrament of 
Confession. Today, we 
cannot access Confession. 
Nonetheless, we can all 
make a good resolution to 
make frequent Examina-
tion of Conscience, and 
Act of Contrition.  

I also invite you to respond 
to the call of the Little Sis-
ters of the Poor to say the 
Rosary each day, to draw 
the mercy of God on this 
world, and to bring an end 
to the current pandemic. 
Let us throw ourselves and 
the world on the Mercy of 
God and the intercession of 
Our Blessed Lady. 

We come today to the end 
of the two greatest weeks 
of the Church’s year. Tak-
en together, Holy Week 
and Easter Week, in which 
we commemorate the Pas-
sion, the Death and the 
Resurrection of Christ, are 
the greatest weeks because 
they celebrate the love of 
God. This love comes, for 
us poor sinners, in the 
form of Mercy, which 

seeks to draw us from the 
state of sin, beyond the 
sinlessness of Adam and 
Eve before the Fall, to the 
dignity of Children of God. 
That is why this Sunday is 
dedicated to the Divine 
Mercy, based on the appa-
ritions to St Faustina Kow-
alska. Those of us who 
went to see the film ‘Love 
and Mercy’, which was 
shown at the Odeon at 
Festival Park, will remem-
ber that part of that story 
was about the apparitions, 
and the life of St Faustina. 
As is often the case, God 
chose one who was small in 
the eyes of the world to 
reveal the things of deepest 
mystery. The other part of 
the story was Fr Michael 
Sopocko, who propagated 
the devotion, bringing it to 
the attention of Pope John 
Paul II, who made it a de-
votion for the whole 
Church, and canonised St 
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SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Anselm 
1033-1109 

Anselm from northern 
Italy, became a monk at 
Bec, Normandy. He rose 
to be Abbot of Bec, and 
was known as a theologian 
and writer, writing about 
proof for the existence of 
God, as well as the Trinity, 
truth and free will, and the 
Incarnation. He was nomi-
nated Archbishop of Can-

terbury by King William 
II. Anselm and his monks 
were unwilling, but even-
tually he came to England 
as Primate. He defended 
the Church’s dignity and 
independence. He also 
maintained his Benedictine 
lifestyle. It led him to be-
ing exiled twice, and con-
flict with William II and 
Henry I. He is a Doctor of 
the Church. 
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birmingham.org 
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CHURCHES 

Biddulph English Martyrs’ 
Church, Church Road, Biddulph, 
ST8 6NE  

Goldenhill St Joseph’s Church, 
High Street, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 
5RD 

Kidsgrove St John the Evange-
list’s Church, The Avenue, 
Kidsgrove, ST7 1AE 

Packmoor St Patrick’s Church, 
Mellor Street, Packmoor, Stoke-
on-Trent, ST7 4SN 
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MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

Saturday Tony Gibson Wednesday 

Sunday People of the Parishes Thursday 

Tuesday Requiem Mass for Bernard McDade RIP Saturday 

A Private Mass (by the priest alone) will be offered for the following intentions this week 

Catherine Bevan 

Jack Shufflebotham 

Marie & Christine Twomey 

Monday Peter Jones Friday Paul Derry Johnson 

By order of His Grace the Archbishop, all our churches are now closed to the public and parish-
ioners until further notice. 

Please join the private celebration of Mass by uniting your intentions to the offering of the Mass 
and making a Spiritual Communion. For your information, Mass is usually offered by Fr Julian 

at about 11am each morning at St Joseph’s, Goldenhill. Please unite your intentions to these cel-
ebrations, even though you cannot be present. 

No Baptisms or Marriages may be celebrated during this time. These will be postponed until af-
ter restrictions are lifted.  

The other Sacraments (Anointing of the Sick, Last Holy Communion, Confession, Baptism) are 
only being celebrated in danger of death. Please contact Fr Julian in the case of an emergency, 

preferably by email to fr.julian.green@rcaob.org.uk (received immediately). 

Funerals are not being celebrated in church, but only graveside or crematorium services for im-
mediate family are being offered. A Funeral Mass at a later time after restrictions are lifted will 

be able to be arranged. 

Mass can still be offered for any intentions. Either place the Mass offering in an envelope, writ-
ing the intention on the outside of the envelope and clearly marking it ‘Mass Offering’, and post 
it through the Presbytery door at St Joseph’s, or email Fr Julian to arrange and give the offering 

later (use above email address).  

The Sanctuary Lamps in our churches remain lit, in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament. If 
you would like to dedicate a lamp for a week, please follow the same instructions as for a Mass, 
but please mark the envelope ‘Lamp dedication’ and indicate the preferred church, or just email 

Fr Julian and give the donation later. If you would like to light any candles, this can also be 
done—follow the same procedure, but mark the envelope ‘Votive candles’. 

We still rely on your offertory! But please keep hold of your offertory envelopes or money and 
let us have it when we return to church. Don’t worry about getting it to us now. If you can 

please set up a Standing Order or give online (See opposite) 

Fr Julian is using the time to speak to parishioners by telephone. If you or anyone you know 
would like to receive a telephone call, please let Fr Julian know, preferably by email. There will 

be no Parish Priest’s Open House until further notice. 
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Prayer LINE 
Our Prayer group are not meeting at the moment, but 

they are still praying! If you have any intentions that you 
want to have others pray for, then please email your in-

tentions to: 
prayersplease@yahoo.com 

This is a confidential prayer line, subject to normal safe-
guarding. 

Fr Julian’s Camino is on hold. You can still donate to 
Teenage Cancer Trust at www.justgiving.com/

fundraising/frjuliancamino  
You can review Fr Julian’s progress so far at his Camino 

blog frjulianscamino.blogspot.com 

L:ive streamed mass &          
Resources 

Fr Julian is not live-streaming Mass. However, many 
priests are. These range from the Cathedral to local par-
ish churches. Have a look at what is available, to view 
Mass online: https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/
parishes-with-live-streams  

You can also look in at the shrine of Our Lady of Wal-
singham who have a live-stream for Mass and Devotions 
at https://www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream/  

PARTNERSHIP OF PARISHES ON 
YOUTUBE! 

Fr Julian (and a few guests) are doing Daily reflections, 
Mass homilies and devotional content online  To access 
the Partnership of Parishes YouTube channel, please 
search YouTube for ‘Our Lady of Grace Parishes’ or use 
this link https://tinyurl.com/wqtqx76 

Biddulph foodbank update 
We have had an increase in peo-
ple coming for help from the 
foodbank. Please continue to 
give your food items at Sains-
bury’s in Bidduph, or outside St 
Lawrence’s church door 9am to 
5pm any day. If you know any-

one who needs help, and they cannot access any other 
voucher issuer, they can contact Fr Julian by email. If 
anyone has a voucher, they can post it in the Church  
letterbox (around the back side of the meeting room, not 
the former presbytery) before Thursday evening. Food 
will then be delivered by volunteers on Friday. 

supporting your  parish     
financially at this time 

It would be a great help to the Parishes if parishioners 
would begin to pay their weekly/monthly collection 
money by Standing Order from your bank to ours. It 

means we can continue to receive your Collection 
through this time, but also in any case, means we avoid 
bank charges on paying in cash. To begin paying your 

contribution to the Parish by Standing Order please use 
the form here: https://tinyurl.com/uqsttlr 

and deliver/post to St Joseph’s presbytery. 

You can also now donate online! Please click on https://
www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/support-our-work  and 

choose the parish you wish to donate to. 

easter duties &                 
Sunday obligation 

Easter duties refers to the minimum requirement for 
Catholics to go to Communion and Confession once a 
year during the Easter season. The Bishops of Eng-
land and Wales have dispensed the Easter Duties 
for the year 2020. This year everyone should make a 
good Act of Contrition and a Spiritual Communion. Be-
cause it is impossible to go to Mass, everyone is also 
dispensed from the Obligation to attend Mass on 
Sundays and Holy Days until further notice.  

Listen to the archbishop’s 
easter message 

You are invited to hear our Archbishop’s Message for 
Easter. It is available at the Diocesan website. You can 
j u s t  c l i c k  o n  t h i s  l i n k :  h t t p s : / /
www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/blog/easter-message-2020-
archbishop-bernard-longley  

Thank you to everyone for the support of our Lenten 
alms collections. We have received a letter from Chris-
tian Blind Mission, thanking us for our second collection 
for them for £339.35. This will be matched by the UK 
Government, making our donation worth £678.70. 



Goldenhill and Kidsgrove 200 
Club  We are halting the weekly and 
monthly draws for the 200 Club for 
four months (begins again at the end 
of July). All contributions made will 
be held over. The Annual draw will 
be made at Christmas, and the 200 
Club will from now on be January to 
December each year.  

Luke 24:13-35 

Two of the disciples of Jesus were on their way to a village called Emmaus, seven miles from 
Jerusalem, and they were talking together about all that had happened. Now as they talked 
this over, Jesus himself came up and walked by their side; but something prevented them 
from recognising him. He said to them, ‘What matters are you discussing as you walk 
along?’ They stopped short, their faces downcast. Then one of them, called Cleopas, an-
swered him, ‘You must be the only person staying in Jerusalem who does not know the 
things that have been happening there these last few days.’ ‘What things?’ he asked. ‘All 
about Jesus of Nazareth’ they answered ‘who proved he was a great prophet by the things he 
said and did in the sight of God and of the whole people; and how our chief priests and our 
leaders handed him over to be sentenced to death, and had him crucified. Our own hope had 
been that he would be the one to set Israel free. And this is not all: two whole days have 
gone by since it all happened; and some women from our group have astounded us: they 
went to the tomb in the early morning, and when they did not find the body, they came 
back to tell us they had seen a vision of angels who declared he was alive. Some of our 
friends went to the tomb and found everything exactly as the women had reported, but of 
him they saw nothing.’ Then he said to them, ‘You foolish men! So slow to believe the full 
message of the prophets! Was it not ordained that the Christ should suffer and so enter into 
his glory?’ Then, starting with Moses and going through all the prophets, he explained to 
them the passages throughout the scriptures that were about himself. When they drew near 
to the village to which they were going, he made as if to go on; but they pressed him to stay 
with them. ‘It is nearly evening’ they said ‘and the day is almost over.’ So he went in to stay 
with them. Now while he was with them at table, he took the bread and said the blessing; 
then he broke it and handed it to them. And their eyes were opened and they recognised 
him; but he had vanished from their sight. Then they said to each other, ‘Did not our hearts 
burn within us as he talked to us on the road and explained the scriptures to us?’ They set 
out that instant and returned to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven assembled together 
with their companions, who said to them, ‘Yes, it is true. The Lord has risen and has ap-
peared to Simon.’ Then they told their story of what had happened on the road and how 
they had recognised him at the breaking of bread. 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for:  
St Joseph’s: John Martin 
St John’s: St Joseph’s Volunteers 
English Martyrs’: Karen & David 
St Patrick’s: Mandy Buxton 
Sanctuary lamps can still be dedi-
cated. Minimum donation £5 

PARISH REGISTERS 

Deaths 
Of your charity please pray for the 
soul of Bernard McDade. Graveside 
Service and Burial at Woodhouse 
Lane Burial Ground on Tuesday 21st 
April. 
And also for the soul of Annie 
Woollam. Graveside Service and 
Burial at Tunstall Cemetery on Mon-
day 27th April. 
And also for the soul of Thomas Fin-
negan. Graveside Service and Burial 
at Biddulph on Friday 1st May. 
It is not possible to attend funeral services, 
as they are restricted to the closest family, 
but please pray for the souls of those who 
have died. 

Requiescant in pace 

KEY VERSE: "With that their eyes were 
opened and they recognized him" (v. 31) 
TO KNOW: As two disciples journeyed 
to Emmaus, they discussed the meaning 
of the events they had witnessed there. 
The Risen Christ appeared to them, but 
they mistook him for another pilgrim. 
They told the "stranger" that Jesus was a 
mighty prophet, but their hope that "he 
was the one to redeem Israel" (Lk 24:21) 
was shattered at the crucifixion. They 
also told him of the rumour that some 
women went to the tomb and found it 
empty, but the apostles dismissed their 
story as nonsense. Jesus listened to their 
anguished tale, and then explained that 
God's plan had been revealed in the He-
brew scriptures, and that it was necessary 
that the Messiah should suffer. At night-
fall, the disciples urged Jesus to stay and 
share a meal with them. Though the 
disciples’ eyes had been closed to Jesus’ 
presence, they recognized him "in the 
breaking of the bread" (v. 35). Then he 
vanished from their sight. Although Jesus 
is physically absent, he continues to be 
with his followers through the Word and 
Eucharist. His resurrected body is a fore-
taste of what God intends for all of us. 
TO LOVE: How can I help others dis-
cover Jesus on their spiritual journeys? 
TO SERVE: Risen Lord, open my eyes 
to your presence in Word & Eucharist. 

Biddulph & Packmoor 125 Club 
We will also be halting the 125 Club 
draws for four months, and will 
begin again at the beginning of July. 
All monies paid will be held over till 
the 125 club begins again.  


